Sir -The use of confidence intervals has been promoted by medical statisticians over the last decade (Gardner & Altman. 1986 : Altman & Machin. 1993 (1994) , where 0 15 responses were seen, is 0-22%. again using Neave (1981) ; so the true rate is probably somewhere between 0% and 22%, but it may even be higher than 22%.
These ranges of uncertainty are wider than most people would expect.
The response rates can be compared by a significance test. and Fisher's exact test should be used rather than the chisquared test because of the small sample sizes (Altman. 1991) , giving a non-significant P-value of 0.1. In general. it is also possible to calculate a 95% confidence interval of the difference in the response rates for the high and the low doses (Gardner & Altman. 1986; Altman, 1991 (Peskun, 1993) .
So although Cortesina et al. found in their samples that regression occurred with a low but not with a high dose of interleukin 2, they cannot conclude that this will be true in general. Instead, a more accurate and informative summarn statement is that 'four responses occurred in the 16 patients given the low dose (response rate 25%. 95% CI 7-53%) and no responses in the 15 patients given the higher dose (95% CI for response of 0-22%). difference not significant. P = 0.1'. yours etc, I.R. Campbell
